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“Street scapes could be 
improved. It’s one of the 

most used spots in 
Newport”

“I like the slide 
the best! And 

the swing!”

“And water 
play!”

“It’s a green 
oasis & 

meeting place”

“It should make 
us conscious of 

the environment”

“Some geological 
references would 

be nice”

“A place for the 
community to 

show their 
talents”

“More 
activities for 

everyone”

“Encourage 
multicultural 
interaction”

There’s also lots of birds 
in the neighboring 

parks

Team! Newport has lots 
of trains. Something 

train themed?

We should preserve the 
beautiful spaces here

Lots of human 
wildlife too 

Interesting mix of 
programmed and 

non-programmed play

Well, where 
do we start?

Maybe using the 
‘Yes...and,’ 
approach?

Yeah! And 
doing so by 

building on the 
site’s existing 

strengths

Perhaps with some 
research and 
observation?

That’s quite a harsh street 
interface - by my 

observations only 12% of 
people engage with the 
park whilst walking by!

There are lots 
of families 

rolling in too. 
They are the 
ones mostly 

using the park

It’s difficult thinking about the 
site, with all its layers of history 
and changing demographics.

Are we not gentrifiers?

How do we not selectively 
show history?

“It’s spoilt by 
multi-coloured 

plastic”

Well, there’s lots 
to think about

To hear the 
community’s 

thoughts, lets engage 
through play?

Yeah! And by 
building on the 
site’s strengths

Great! 
What did 
they say?

Cool, lots of 
different ideas 
going on here Let’s run it by the 

community again 
before developing 

further?

“Celebrate 
Newport’s 

history - 
nearly gone”

Alright, time 
to design

Lots of layers 
to think 
about

What are our 
thoughts based on 

what the 
community said?

Yeah! And there’s 
already heaps of social 

capital - flexible 
infrastructure would 
be a great way to build 

on that

How about we make 
some smaller train-like 

pods near the 
laneway, to bring a bit 

of life there?

Don’t forget the 
environment. 

Some biophilic 
design would be 

great to connect us 
to the land

Yes! And let’s 
incorporate that 

with the play area - 
make it nature 

play with some 
water play too

Perhaps we should also 
make a plaza, a 

meeting space for 
Newport?

Would also help 
with the street 

interface!

For sure. We also 
want something 

timeless here. 
Maybe basalt in 

the plaza?

People love the industrial 
look. Maybe for a roof 
for the stage, inspired 

by the railyard roof?

We should also 
incorporate the local 

artist’s idea for 
lightboxes, near the 

“Some thoughtful 
considerations 

here” 

“Surface treatment 
in plaza is good”

“Nature play is 
great!”

Yeah! Then we can 
show the community’s 

talent

“I like the movable 
seating modules - 

very clever”

Wow, lots of 
love for the 

train-themed 
pods

Lots of feedback 
to take on

Lets get these designs 
resolved before we 

consult for the third time

60% of people 
mentioned it in 
their feedback!

“Great that you 
mentioned 

biodiversity!”

Make sure we keep some 
space for all ages. Some 

places for play and rest 
under those large trees 

would be ace!

We’ve got lots of programmed 
play - how about 

non-programmed play?
Maybe little basalt 

strips in the 
ground as lines to 

follow?
Yeah! The kids loved 

following the basalt wall 
and chalk lines we 

painted
The basalt strips could 

show parts of 
Newport’s layered 

history
It’s then like geology is the 

only constant across 
Newport’s eclectic history

Ooh then we can get the 
community involved 
too in designing them

Okay, let’s put all this 
research and 

development into a plan!

We could also design 
the plaza with a rain 
garden, to show the 

community how 
natural environments 

operate

So you told us...

...so we envisage Going into more detail...
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NEWPORT’S PLACE
KENDAL MCQUIRE   |   POLYVIOS NICOLAOU   |   ROBERT SNELLING

Newport is a place with many layers of history and complexity. Within this intricate system lies Paine Reserve, a site currently well-used yet not quite at its full 
potential. By adopting a positive and enabling ‘Yes, and...’ design approach, Newport’s Place aspires to understand, explore and develop small design 

strategies that build upon the site’s existing strengths which then help the reserve evolve into a thriving place. Designed in consultation with the Newport 
community, the proposed design builds upon Newport’s strong social capital, its playful identity and enduring creative spirit. It balances both the creation of 

programmed and non-programmed spaces, as well as supporting a wide range of users and activities, both present and into the future. Newport’s Place 
endeavours to appropriately reflect on the layers of Newport’s history, its varied users and its unique identity.

newport’s place

2000MM

15MM STRINGYBARK INTER-
NAL CLADDING 

AMORPHOUS SOLAR PANEL 

15MM STRINGYBARK 
EXTERNAL CLADDING 

FINISHED WITH PROTECTIVE 
SEALANT

400 x 400MM LIGHT 
BOX SOLAR POWERED

LOCKABLE PIVOT JOINT - 
RELEASED VIA LEVER

LOCKABLE RAIL WHEEL

POWER OUTLET HIDDEN AWAY 
UNDER SEAT (ELECTRICAL CONDUIT 

FED THROUGH CAVITY BETWEEN THE 
STEEL FRAME

2250M
M

LOCKED BOX CONCEALED 
UNDER SEAT & FIXED TO FRAME 

TO HOUSE BATTERY FOR SOLAR 
PANEL

40MM GALVANISED STEEL 
SHS FRAME 

HYDRAULIC RETRACTABLE 
STRUT

2 LAYERS OF 5MM THICK 
750MM LONG FIBREGLASS 
SHADE CONNECTED TO 
RETRACTABLE STRUTS

ELECTRICAL CONDUIT FED 
FROM SOLAR PANEL  
BETWEEN STEEL FRAME 

GALVANISED STEEL SHS 
FRAME CAVITY TO HOUSE 
FLEXIBLE SHADE 

15MM STRINGYBARK INTER-
NAL CLADDING 

40 x 30MM RHS GALVANISED 
STEEL OFF SITE FULL 

STRENGTH BUTT WELD TO 
FRAME 

ø70MM GALVANISED STEEL PIVOT 
JOINT, CONNECTED 

TO TOP FRAME

DETAIL 2: RAIN GARDEN | 1:10

DETAIL 1: ROOF STRUCTURE | 1:5 

MOUND SECTION | 1:5

DETAIL 3: PIVOT JOINT | 1:10 DETAIL 4: SOLAR PANEL & SHADE CAVITY | 1:5

SECTION 3: POD LONGWAYS | 1:20

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC FOR STAGE STRUCTURE

PLANTING ZONE DIAGRAM |  1:400

SECTION 1: STAGE | 1:20 

MUSIC BOWL

PLANTING

MULTIPURPOSE MODULES 
(PODS)

The planting can be a way 
to educate the 
community on 

sustainability and biophilic 
design

The stage is also 
designed to be  
multipurpose

“It could be an 
extended reading 

space!” “Or also for 
markets too”

“The music bowl is 
symmetrical now”

“And there’s potential for 
a community garden” 

1:200

PLAN 
N

POD EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC

DETAIL 3

DETAIL 4

800MM

AMORPHOUS SOLAR PANEL  

LIGHT WEIGHT GALVANISED 
STEEL STRUCTURE                

FIBREGLASS SHADE FOR 
NIGHT MARKET WITH 

RETRACTABLE STRUTS             

DOOR LOCATED ONLY ON 
FIRST/LAST POD - PODS 
PUSHED TOGETHER AT 

NIGHT & LOCKED AT BOTH 
ENDS. BLACKBOARD ON 

INSIDE

NON-FIXED SEATING & TABLE 
TO ALLOW FOR FLEXIBILITY

METEL BOX TO 
HOUSE BATTERY

ADJUSTABLE LEG WITH HOLES TO 
PEG TO GROUND

ROTATABLE PODS ON PIVOT 
JOINT (PODS CAN ROTATE BY 

RELEASING THE LEVER)                

100MM WIDE BRUSHED STEEL STRIP (SALVAGED 
IF POSSIBLE), WELDED TO 10MM CHS BEAM 
ø20MM STAINLESS STEEL ROD , WELDED 
TO VERTICAL 10MM CHS SUPPORT UPPER ROD LAYER

UPPER STRIP LAYER

MIDDLE STRUCTURAL LAYER 
CONTAINING SMART WRAP

LOWER STRIP LAYER

UPPER ROD LAYER

80MM x40MM STAINLESS STEEL RHS BEAM 
(TOP IS FLUSH WITH SMART WRAP FOR WATER 
RUNOFF. 

RAIN DRIP SCULPTURE - DESIGNED BY LOCAL 
ARTIST FROM RECYCLED ELECTRICAL POLES

ø10MM STAINLESS STEEL CHS SUPPORT, 
WELDED TO 80MM x 40MM RHS BEAM

80MM x 80MM SHS BEAM, WELDED TO 80MM x 
40MM  RHS BEAM

TRANSLUCENT SMART WRAP AT 2° PITCH

STORMWATER FILTERING PLANTS (KNOBBY 
CLUB RUSH & COMMON SEDGE)

100MM STONE MULCH

STAINLESS STEEL CHAIN TO CONNECT RAIN 
DRIP TO CONCRETE BLOCK

CONCEALED 100MM X 100MM CONCRETE 
BLOCK

GREEN TRACKS

SECRET
GARDEN GREEN WALL

HABITAT
CORRIDOR

HABITATCORRIDOR

SCRUBNATUREPLAY

DRY CREEK BED

ROCKTERRACE

RAINGARDEN

RAINGARDEN

BASALT GRASS-LAND

DEADWOODBENCH

RAINGARDEN

Adenanthos
sericus

Wahlenbergia
gloriosa

Dodonaea
viscosa

Viola 
hederacea

Clematis
microphylla

Einadia
nutans

Correa
glabra

Carex 
appressa

Carex 
appressa

Lomandra
longifolia

Banksia
marginata

Carex 
tereticaulis

Rytidosperma
racemosum

Melicytus dentatus Dichondra
repens

Hardenbergia
violacea

Senna
artemisiodes

Ficinia
nodosa

Captures + filters 
stormwater

Provides shelter 
for birds

Water + textures
for sensory play

Displays ecological 
history of area

Nuts, flowers + 
bark for play

Textural 
groundcover

Elevation 
play

Secluded quiet 
space

Cools 
wall

“There’s also 
netted seating 

under the Desert 
Ash Tree”

“There’s a plaza 
here now”

“How about 
more log play?”

We can also get the 
community to co-design 

the park too

“A creek for the 
water play could 

be nice too”

RAIN GARDEN PLAZA 

PLAYGROUND

HISTORIC
MOUND

SECTION 1:20

“There’s some 
seating 

underneath 
the trees”

From the mound, you can see key 
landmarks of Newport

The pavings in the mound show key moments in 
Newport’s history - from our geological foundations, 

to now and into to the future

The pods are designed to 
be flexible for different 

uses

They then can be 
pushed together 

and locked 
securely at night

“They could be used 
for seating”

“Or for 
market stalls”

“Multiple could 
be pushed 

together to 
create a longer 
table for meals”

For the other pavings 
around the site, they 

can then express 
local values, 

decided upon by 
the community

“How about...”

“There’s now seating 
outside Vinnies & 

Seagulls”

Alright, where to 
next?

“
“

“
“

“
“

“ “

“

500 M
M

100 MM

900 M
M

STORMWATER FILTERING 
PLANTS (KNOBBY CLUB RUSH & 
COMMON SEDGE)

100MM  STONE MULCH

500MM  FAWB CERTIFIED MEDIA

100MM  TRANSITION LAYER 7MM 
WASHED
300MM  DRAINAGE LAYER 12MM 
WASHED SCREENS

ø100MM  SLOTTED PVC PIPE THROUGH 
DRAINAGE LAYER

HDPE LINER

DETAIL 1

DETAIL 2

SECTION 1

SECTION 2


